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X III SUGAR CROP A FAILURE.
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I IS 0nly Halt the TJlnal Quantity of. Sugnrrro- -
' t IS s dueedNo ltxptnnntlou Known of tho
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f IPS - New Olitacijts, Deo. 1. Tt o Louisiana sugar

I ' 111 1 Planters are buttling over a mystery of groat

F IS I Importance' to them. It Is. Why lias tho sugar
I , i erop failed so badly this year! It Is one of tho

ott extraordinary failures In the history oft IIU !
' 1 M 5 agriculture In Louisiana and Is probably due to

' If
" tome secret of nature that man has not yet

I IS! 5 discovered.
' U i It shonld be said pnrenlhetioallr that thero

I ft ft , l ! no dispute as to tho falluro of tho erop and
f fill t - IhattliVrtnorta concomlng It aro not Inspired

' MUS1 hr t desire to advitnee price. Tho cane
i Stll' K iroweriti this Btato realize that the Louisiana

k iSfi W production of sugar is sorvmall as compared

f III ' 'th th total consumption of this oountry

r BtlF ) Rt Iteuts no figure In fixing tho prlco. Thero

I lllf ' la. It Is true, usually a slight docllno' in the
BM urtoo of 'sugar a fmotion of a ivent when tho
jjljli I Louisiana crop Is being markoUvd; but this is

iff j ' f bV More triolc oPtho trado. ami! tho decline
1 occurs howevor largo or small tho crop may bo.

I'j fliii I There Is no Incontlve, thoroforo. tor tho cano
' Utl ,' i grower 'to misrepresent faots and undorostl- -

i Bdate tho yield in tho belief that It may tend
Sij to sand up tho prlco of sugar. And ovon It
nj thore were tho Inclination. It would bo difficult

fS Oil " t carrr out nny 'onsolmov of tho kind. T3io
Mil ' statistics of no crop In tho world are inaroftv if 11 ;' tullr. carefully and accurately kopt than thouo

fir ' tna 8UKnr nroduot of Louisiana. It Is a
lift

'
' triumph of mathoinatlca. Covering ns tHo

p
Ilfi ' crop does a limited area, and tho manufacture

I 1 1 and refining ot tho sugar being controlled by n
Illl ' t comparatively fowpersong,the utmost aocuraey

& Ij&j ' a inslsteiLon In the preservation of all tho stii'
!l& ' tlstlcs beeVIng on the yield. Kvory aoro planted

1 ' .'recorded j as Is every ton of cano ground
He) and every pound of sugar and gallon of mo- -

v Bfj lasses. 'At thVcnd'nf tho season It Is possible
- jl' ' r to toll within apound and n gallon what ha

Kl ' been theyleld to tho acre and for tho entlro
' 111 Qtato. Henco, when It Is announced by tho

III' tugar plantera-that'th- e crop Is a failure it can
'III be accepted as a fact, and this announcement

f !
" ias en" WIK'0 nntl ,ho flBUrp9 Klvon for it.

' Ihocrop, in proportion to the ncrcogo planted.
! m

' !! wlUisee'tho smallest yield In sugnr known
fc Bij slnoo tho civil war, unless thore should bo
I III omo radfeal and uiihftpod-fo- r chance between

1 Boirand the end of tho grinding season. To
Bjj find anything like tho present condition tho

U ' planters have hatt to go back twonty-on- o years
F Mil to 1877. whonthe'canecroD similarly failed in

In m?ster'0QS manner.
"

' In S
.'. planters thomselves are purzlod over it

Mi j and aro-tryi- to imdnrstaud It, and have
III fallod BOf 'r-- ho cane ln "l0 Holds Is in np- -

I Fp Mil parentlr as perfect condition as it over was.

I Btf It Is l&rne, thick and high. The yield in enno
famuch-heavie- r than tho avorago. Evcrvthlnc

y i Irj . js apparently ln tho most satisfactory eondi- -

Hll tlon except ono Important Item the sugar is
mil laoktns.'- - When the planters began grinding

'III during the "ilrst part of Iftn ember thev took a
I ! Im most optimistic view of the situat'on. save

j ( - ' M to the possible ofTcct of tho annexation of
Bf-- i " " "'DD'D0S' TI'OV lad planted 20 icrr j cent, more cano than tho nreious year; tho

E ', crop was largo and bountiful, with a heavier
Ifri 'tonnage to the aore and promlsod a bettor yield,

f 'III end. the price of sugar is satisfactory.
I ' Iff What, then, was their surprise when during
I ' III ' ' tn8 Qrst week of the grinding it was illscov- -

f ' 111 " er0 thttt "10 eane WaS ylel'1'nc - l,(l nI,d
f' 111 rarely 100 pounds of sugar to the ton, against
I, 1 the usual aerago of 180 pounds. Tho sugar

I llv ' yield had fallen orf one-ha- lt or more, from I) or
t ' . 10 percent, of ho cano tonnage to 1 per cent.
E III l "11 ZIDn'B'-oam- as a shock to the planters.
& III ' for they hnd not had tho sllehtost reason to e- -
p- III' pecMt. Koi snsploion eeems to have existed

tlh ' ha 'how was something wrong with the
, Hil eane, which, in appearance, was as rich in

till? sucar as in the most bountiful yoar.
; Jim f The failure was attributed at first to tho

v, lift greennees of the oane end thore is no nues- -
k I Up tlon that it is slightly behind itn condition at
f ! mit " this time last yoar. Several of tho sugar inilli
e If! ' stopped operations In order to let the cane
5' j MA i orow riper, as it does nut pav to get eighty
: !' pounds otisugar to the ton of cane. A sorious

i III - rt1 however, is involved iu btouping tho
f lit BrindlnB operations-t- he risk of a froezo fol- -
; I mil ' lowed hy a thaw, that will kill the canes and
b i mil ' " cause the juice to ferment. Whon thisocuira
i il) - the juice will not yield HUgar, and can boused
i .ft only fortho inanutaoture of molasses. In old
'. mil r days a sudden and unexpected freeze moitnt u

molasses year, nrhentho cane crop of Louisl- -
V IU ' l ana turned out svruu only.
' t Huuh accidents, howover, never occur
f, ? Bfl, . The Weather Bureau is so well organized In
tt 'c ('! ' ( Louisiana and tho means of informing tho

! B!t t
' planters of a probable change In the tempera-- !

i If 1 tnre are so good that every one knows of a
III ' Prospective freeze from two to four days ln nd- -'It Vance. When the warulug is received tholit " planters put their whole force into the Held to

' ' Bfl- - ' Windrow the eane. that Is, to out It down, so
i ' t . "a' the cane proper is covered and protected
" Ih P? the abundant green leaven of the plant.

Loss from a freeze has thus been reduced to u
$ III ' ralnlmum. and freezes no longer, ns of old.

, l , cut A figure in the planter's coloiUations.
Wx Ml) ' ut tills winter It has looked different. The
Jr Hfi ' supposod greenness of the cano, or. at loast..lts

i nit faimre tu return the amount of sugar expected
Ufl Jrom.it, Is a temptation to Planters to hold back

U-- ; ml tho grinding a little later than usual In the
. ,. mm hope, that a cool apell a frost, not a freezenil will tend to ripen it and ninlo it vieid more
Sii Hi) sugar. It Is a great rlhk tlio risk of losing
.J i' mn everything ln the hope of getting moro-a- nd
i lljt the planters have recolvod many warnings

W, i f that the winter is to be an early and severe
; I HII j ' one. and therefore that the risk they take is' fi ' Iff VBr' sreat.

W ' Bill- - But the delay nas boen productive of llttlo
(dt, ifi ' ' Rood. As the season hits progressed, tho yield

( j of sugar, has shown no cliango or improve- -
IH? . it ' ' ment It Is quite evident that as an oxplonu- -
W'i''' ' Bti 0 t")a ' tno small yiold. tho greenness of tho
'?.' Bti i caa0 wl" not sulllce. and that something else
ffffir Iff ' Js at work to cutdown thesugarcrop. There
$? Ill r '( ' BO extraordinarily large an amount of glu.ijr If ' coso in tlio cane that, ut tho vory best, only 75
1CL Bit ' Mr ent. of tho sugar can be extraoud. and

)Z, Bif ' VSI7 few,mllUi can do oven this, as a cunsider- -
!Sr: m f1"'8 amQunt of the sugar must be hoi a in so--

,5i--- '' mtl ' " lotion in order to secure the rest In tlio form
fST Bit " of crystals'. Homo phjslologicnl cha,ge lias
vfi 111 ' occurred ln the condition of the cane, pornrn- -
& tl nntly Injuring It, so that tho colder weatherg' ) Irf which ought to ripen it and inciouso the violdm Bl'l ' " had no e:ruU on it.
W Bfj i s Tne to tho ton of eane so farvill full
v f III below po unds. In Assumption and iboila
P- III H. Parishes It Is below IX). The best pianta- -
i I HI tlons ln the (State, with tho most perfect rnu- -
if Ml, ' Shlnery. will run up to 110 or 120 pounds. Tho
SS' ; MIlesewlIopeplantationolAecenslon. whichi Mil i

usually leads tho parish in production, has
mil , been able to get only l'JO pounds to tlio ton ;

. II ' and only one other place, Balrburg. has cone
P I j , over the latter Usures. It having seoiireiTlil?

111 ; Pounds. ThlalstobocomparedwithlKOpnuuds
ESi IH i tne tou ot ealle obtained by tho llrst-elau- s

K E'l ' f sugar houses and refiucrics In incvious miu- -
Up Bti' r, sons. It should be further mild that the smal'er
Ik-- i Bit-- i

'' yield of sugar coats moro to nxtruct from 1 ho
el I Iff :

i- - eane. and many plantations leiHirt that the)--

i Bit Rr9 U8l"K a5 Vr cent- - moio fuel than last Vear
I lit i and getting only 50 per cent, nsmuuhsugu,!'.
l i It ' 'f ..What Is the mystery of nature which cul.sos

IImi i .tne. eane to yield so mueh less sugar when It
IL llffi ? I0011" .BO Promising? A failure like thi? o- -
a- - i llli i i eurred only once before In Louisiana, lnCl.877.

111 ': and ,the historr of the Buuar of that year
& If --v t V'nit Hdled to see It it will oxplatn to- -
P 111 ' eerieultural mystery, Untortiuiately
ft ; B'l ' ''. Planters of 1HT7 knot very poor records.
w Bi ' 'ihe.oane crop wan cultlvateci then In a very
gf, 111 eareIes,Hllpshod manner. Tlio planters fol- -
Jl IS:! - lowed tho, old beaten pmhs and mndo no im- -

' li J prpvemente in tiielr nioihods of cultlvntlon or
v 1s j J. grinding, llaroly half the sugar vvnts c- -
& II . traoted from the oime, the other halt being
S i lil burned up in tlio foiui of b'g!WK ihe dryIf S stalks of tho cano nftor tho juice had "been ox- -n j I traoted from It. The waatotul nieihiKis thin
E I (I f5 a pursued would mean ruin but the
ST. i I I Prio of spgar was so hiulithoii that tho plant- -
B 'I ! ers could burn up half their crop and turnout

tfe I r low-gra- yellow sugar for the other half
If- .15 "od yet make money.

A if ., Vhen the drought of 1877 came it brought
W ( ' y ruin to hundreds of planters. Then, as naw,
Sf; ' (1 t the eane was bsuntiful. but yielded no sugar.
g.' I .i But while the result was Individually unfor- -
ji ft tunate It beuetltod the sugur luduvtry. It
!; I i crushed out the weaker planters and got rid
Eh I i 1 of the fossils. The fuilure of the crop vns at--
fA If- - i w tilbuted to the insufficient machine y In mt,
f& I ? 3 Which oould not extract the sugar from tlio
W, II I i , eane. As a coiiteguoiRe. the next tason saw
Pi jl , a large increase In the number oivucuuni
If H 1 f P&na in use In tho .Stato, the largest Increase
K, Hit ' ver made In a single year. These linprove- -
r fl I - i menU were made by tlio creditors of the plant- -

K)' ilrt - 5 ers rulued by the orop failure, tor many plan- -
? ,1 I : - tatlons ohanged hands. The Creole element,

Bi f n I ' whloh had Inausurated and developed tho1, ' (J if, ,'. sugar Industry of Louisiana, was largely
IJf f I. f erusned out, and the sugar plantations passed

:l,i , r Into the lunds of companies, with larger cap)- -
t'W i I i tal. or more progressive men.

;fc J , But the explunutlou of tho failure of 1877
Br " Will not eufllce for The sugar Indus,

m try of Loulslanu hus Ixion almost completely
Bv ! J revolutlonizeil and placed on an entirely new, j i and salentiitc bals. The Louisiana phmter
k ! I of y, ha to keep up with every improve- -
H, J meat end Invention In sugar machinery andif' methods. Is a peculiar one in
K. lit" that the eame.tbau is both farmer and inanu- -

BF" 111 Sf"' 1' w thojuja the pofton imer

had n cotton gin and mill attachod to his farm
aud not only raised tho cotton, but also ginned
It and manufactured it into calicoes, muslins
and other goods. The sugar planter must
havo a sugar houso or rctlnery attaohed to his
plantation, which eosts In maahlnorr any-
where from $200,000 to.O0O.OlK). lie must
have, besides Ills ileld labor, skilled chomists,
maohlntsts and men to obtain tho best results
from his cano In tho yield and quality of tho
sugar turnpd out This ski lod and solontlllo
labor Is splendidly bald. Tho planters, tholr
ehomlsts, machinists and enginoors havo to
koop thoroughly up to date as to everything In
sugardom. The wont in tho sugar houses
was never bolter done than It Is and is
far better done than In Hawaii or even Cuba,
Is far more scientlflc. yet tho result in tho
matter of the sugar obtained from the cano
this year N as bad as in tlio old careless, slip-
shod days of 1877, What is the explanation?

The riilluro In 1877 was attributed to a
hurricane which occurred In Hoptoraber.

It blow the cano down and twisted it somo-wha- t,

and although It apparently recovered
from tho Injury of the storm tlio cano did not
yiold sugar as it should have dono. Thero has
been, however, no storm this season to nt

for tho falluro. Tho explanation of
greenness, It is seen, will not do. because thero
is no improvsment as tho cano ripens. A pop-
ular explanation Is the long drought In the
soring, whloh set back tho cano. and followed
by n rainy soason. beginning in July, which
caused It to grow rapidly. This thoory makes
tho enso llko that of n child who has been
painted bv sickness and suddenly grows very
rapidly, but gains In Mature without gaining
ln strength. But this explanation, while
plausible, will not suffice, for thero have been
similar soaons bcroro without such ofTeot.

The explanation that tho cane Has deteri-
orated will not anstver, bicause the deteriora-
tion would bo gradual, not sudden, as it has
lieon this jear: ard tho Louisiana planters
havo been particularly careful to ronow tholr
eeod and test all varieties so as to determine
which aro best suited to tho climatic and soil
conditions of tho State.

Hugarcano In which cow peas have been
planted Is not tit for the mill, the cane showing
a disposition to sprout ut tho ovo and being
very difficult and unsatisfactory ro luina'o In
tho process of manufacture. Tho entire cane
crop of lheBtnto this i car seems to bo affected
In a similar way, ns though tho eane llelils
had been planted in cow iieas. 1 ho spi ing
drought, followed bv later rains, piodueed In
tho cano un aotivo growth and disposition to
sprout at tlio eyos, which Is tho Immediate
causo of tho serious Injuiy to It.

In oJd days it was noted that vcllnw fevor
years meant n big sugar crop. Tho biggest
crop la aiuo-bullu- times, that of 18,'t.l, was
coincident with the greatest yellow level lo

the country Again. In
18T8, thore was another big eropnnd another
big epidemic. Ahllo the suitnr crop of 1877
wus a failure, that of 1878 was exceptionally
large, and 1878 was tlio year of the worst

epidemic. Nor is this colneldence ex-
traordinary. Tho condition, ntimwnheile nr
climatic, which brings Louisiana nearest to
the troloias would naturally lie tlio btht j ear for
n tronii.-a- l crop like sugiuoano aud for a tropi-
ca! disease like yellow fever.

The nearer Louisiana approximates f Cuba
j"Tt climate and weather tno more likely it li to
do wall in Uuban crops, sugar cano aud yellow
foVer. The past soason saw tills country
oxtosod jnoro to yollovv fover than any pto-lo- is

ono in our history. Thero wus more
tra.'el betwnen Cuba and tlio United States
than' over before, the uuarantine regulations
cnfoicod In previous years could not bo kopt
up btvause of the war. and thero was little if
anything done to keop out the germs. That
they tot In is woll known: that they were
widely distributed throughout tho houthwest
is also true, for the tovor visited more places
than It had for fortr years, but tho disease was
not vir tient. had loss tho severity mid fatality
it had iu Cuba. arid, notwithstanding Its wido
spread .killed otdy i!00 peopli lu the entire
country. Lv ideally the ellmatio conditions In
Louisiana were very different from thero in
Cuba. I1 yssibly .In ;thlt: lies some oxplnnutlnn
of the failure of he Louisiana sugar crop. Tho
South was not trapienl this j o.ir. Tropical dis-
eases lost their strength and tropical crops
jlelded lesB almrulantly.

Fortunattly tin Ions to tho sugar industry
in Loulrian t does .not fall y ou the smaller
cano growo r but on tho big companies, tho
rctlners niniothefs whp can better stand It.
There are only 4t1 sugar houses In Louisiana

Of these half are small affairs.
Tho others nie large and handsome rofltt-erl- c,

capaLJe of turning out many million
pounds of siigar., They aro larger than nm
needod for the plantations upon which they
stand; that Is. the, planters can grind up their
own crops In. a lew weeks To keep their
BUgar houses Trorl.inc, therefore, thev buy up
the enno crore of smaller neighbors and
grind the cane and convert tlio julco Into sucar.
Thus tlin nu liber of cano growers Is muchlarger than th nutnber of sugar manufactur-
ers. Many planters have abandoned planting
altogether, leased oit their lands, and retained
control only of the sugar Iioubo where tho
cano raised by their tenants Is ground. Tho
cano is bought by the ton. and the experience
of twenty years w4rk lias established tho
amount of sugar to be expected in it. and
tlio current price of .sugar lU.es the value of
the cano

The contracts ore usually made long In ad-
vance of tho grinding, When, therefore, thopercentage of sugar ln (he cano faUs so far be-
low what was to bo oxpeoted, as It lias this t car.
the suga,' house buying it at tlio rates estab-
lished bv experience is ppying too high. Many
of tho manufacturer;: aro lmdlng ttmttliey are
uiying far more than the ane will yield them.
Thero is a demand for a reduction iuthe prlco.
but most of the coutracu. were made ln

nnd the reduction ciin bo obtained only
by consent ot the bellers. vVluitevoo loss theremay bo will falluponthoivohestablo to stand it.

The sugar industry is tho life ot Louisiana
nnd tho planters say with truth thru 500,000
peoplo share in its profits. Tjie grinding sea-
son Is the holiday of the negro. He has hard
work, but the pav is large, tlueoorfourtimos
what he can make in the centum field. Theconsequence Is that when the cotton is gath-
ered the negroes tramp off to tho siigar plan-
tation, where they work until Christmas.

Thore Is a most abundant supply of tabor
this year because of tho low price of cotton.JIany of tho nogioes have actually abandoned
the cotton standing In the fleltb!, for Jt scarcely
pays to pick It at present prices, land havo
come to southorn Louisiana to ry UnMr hands.

The negroes, however, are not the only sugar
laborers, Tho tendency is towurd employing
white labor bocause the ludustrr Is becoming
more intelligent and scientlllc rind tho negro
Is gradually being crowded out. Thero aro
25.0U0 or UO.00O Italians working on the plan-
tations, and some 4,000 or ii.OOOlcome over to
this country annually, some through New York,
but most of thorn through Isew Orleans, help
to rake off the sugur crop and return to Italy in
the spring batistled with the profits of a slnglo
Boason. 1 Innlly thero is a great deal of high-grid- e.

skilled labor, including chetfrasts. ma-
chinists. &c. Tlio labor contracts aro gener-
ally made well ln advnnoo and the laborer will
not sulTnr bcoauso of the poor yield of the, cone.

VRVVE OIT, o.v couxxjtr noADS.

Itamarknlilo Itcsult of Some Experiments
Mado with Its Uu In Iowa,

From iht St. Lnuil RtpuiHe.
Major M. Meigs, a civil engineer ot Ktookuks,

In., mudo n short address nt yostardayJs sos-sio- n

ot tlio Missouri Good Roads Association,
which In ilia opinion of many was tho moat
Interesting part of the day's work, no ononod
n new Held ot Investigation, and proposed ex-
periments In sect'rinu good.roads along a line
practically unknown outside of a few locali-
ties in the ftist. It is- - his opinion that the
use of crude oil may prove a panacea for bad
roads ln locnlltlcs where road material is
hard to obtain,

lie snld his attention was first directed to
using oil on the highways by reading a news-
paper clipping from n Pennsylvania town. Itseems that a leaky oil pipe near the town in
nuestion was responsible for tho discovery.
This pipe wus near a place In the road thatwus Invariably impassable during tho seuotiof spring and fall rains. When tne leak oc-
curred in tho pipe the ground bo;nmo satu-
rated to some extent with oil. nnd very soon itwas noticed that the mud dried up and the
eurfaco of the earth lieeamo hard and re-
mained so. It appears that eo notorious was
this plooe of bad road that the effect of tho oil
on It beoame a matter of so much comment
that presently the expeilment was repeated
in other looalltlcs, and wlth.the some effect.

Major Meigs safd that he Font n letter to the
olllolals of tho Standard oil Company and
nsked them to furnMi him somo crude oil forexperimental purposes. They forwardeu atnnk containing 130 barrels, with tholr eom- -
Cllments and wishes for success. Rome eight

of this oil have been used on a no-
toriously muddy, road near Keokuk with mostsatisfactory results.

Major Meigs said that It was no trouble any-
where to keep dry roads In good oondltlon nt
minimum expense. Oil will prevent tho earth
from becoming wet by forming a waterproof
orust. 8o far as he has carried on experi-
ments, a parrel of orude oil is sufficient for astrip ot road 10(1 fet long and 12 feot wide.
1 he oost of the oil nt tho wells Is about I K) cents
n barrel. No other material, ho said, Is so
cheap, and no other will prove so effective. Iuconclusion, he said that ho would send oil fice
to all wishing to make experiments if they
would pay the freight

Mnior Meigs's sjieooh caused a great deal of
oomment. To the delegates it seemed toopen an entirely now field. Many rmestlonswere asked him, all of which he answered as
his Information warranted. He explained
the n theory that oil and wator willnot mix, and made it apply to the question ofgood roads. The earth was porous enough, he
eald, to retain the oil and causo It to shedvalor, so that where tho oil took hold moisturemust depart, and naturally the earth becamecompact.

It is maintained that no roads aiv so good
as dirt ones, when thev aro dry, and noue m
cheap. In many localities material for con-
structing macadam or gravel road must bo
.brought lone distances, una conscqin ntly Isquite costly. But from what Major jlfLte saidit was thought possible that with the aid ot
prudo oil earth oquld.be utilized at Bvdnuchless cost than metadam and pyea
wbpnth. latter wrnerjBwi: '"'V

POWER EQR CALIFORNIA.

ancAT ET.KCxnicAt, projects xojt
vsnitn wr,

A Delict Tlint In Ilnrnrstlns Mountain
fltrenms California Ilns Discovered tba
Clump Power She Needed to llecome n
Mnmifnctnrlng State ltoiults Obtained.

roMosA. CaL, Not. 2a Wonderful things
ore being dono In California In those days In
the way of long dlstanco oleotrlcalltransmls-slon- .

Millions of dollars aro going into the
development of clectrloitv In tho mountain
canon streams and the transmission of tho
electrical energy to tho oltica and towns in tlio
Stato. California far excollod tho world's best
record for tho transmission ot electricity of,
high Yoltoco for n long distanco (that made"
over the LaulTen-I'rnnkfo- rt circuit In Switzer-
land and Germany) by tho famous Ban Antonio
and Ban Bernardino circuit In I'omona Val-lo- r.

and this season (hero aro four places in
the Stato whore tho best recoids so far will be
surpassed.

"On tho Paciflo coat," said Comp-troll-

riillllps. "tho transmis-
sion ot electricity is tho greatest thing for tlio
common wealmnco tho I'acillc railtoads we.ro
built thirty years ago. Iloro, where fuel, is
very doar and consequently motlvo power Is
costly, and whero labor has boon so scarce, tho
Callfornlans havo bocu obliged to consumo
mnnii'acturod products. Go Into any of tho
stores no matter of whnt description from
Moxlco to British Columbia nndZvou will find
that 05 per cent, of all tho goods tho Pacific
coast people buy comes from tho other sldo of
tho Bocky Mountains. Hundrods ot mer-
chants tell mo that tho only articles made In
California aro overalls and woollen blankets.
The greatest financial problem with us has
bcon to manufacture on this coast, nnd there-
by savo tho tens of millions ot dollars paid an-
nually for railroad freight on articlos brought
2,000 and .1.000 miles from tho Eastern

Many men havo lost fortunes iu try-
ing to establish shoo, lint, woollen and furnl-tur- o

faotorlos out horo, whoro wo havo
tlio raw materials ln abundance, bo-

cause tlio cost of tho power to drlvo tho
machinery waa on obstaclo which they
could not overcome The population of the
Pnoino coast has grown upward of 2.300.000
since 1800. and, with the excoptlon of boot
sugar factories, sawmills and railroad shops,
thore Is no manufacturing dono on the const.
At last achiovementsTin harnessing the cation
stroams and tho transmission of electrical
power from inaccessible spots ln tho moun-
tains to centres of our coast population settles
tho power problem. In a year or two Califor-
nia will have the cheapest, cloanost. and most
convenient motlvo power ln the Union."

The success of the electrical plant at Fol-so-

whoro 2,000 horso.powor Is token from
tho American Bivor and sent ovor copper wires
twenty-fou- r miles to Sacramento, with vory
little loss in energy ln transmission, openod
the eyes of capitalists nnd civtlZenglneors in
California to the posslbilitieslof electrical de-

velopment on stroams on tho slopes of tho
Blerros. It has been reckoned that It all the
power in the streams on tho western slopo of
the Sierras from Oregon to San Diego were
brought into use by means of electrical in-

ventions, about 280.000 horso'powor could be
obtained. If the cation streams in California
wore thoroughly harnessed.by modern electri-
cal achievement, sufficient power eould be
rrodueed to move every street oar, elevator,
printing press, thref hing maohine and mining
drill in the State. besideB Illuminating every
building in California.

With tho beginning of tho new yoar tho bold-
est and most costly piece of electrical engineer-
ing in the country west of Niagara Palls JwlU
bo practically finished. Its purpose has beeu
to bridle tho Santa Ana Itiver among tho San
Bernardino Mountains tho most turbulent,
foaming and powerful stream in southern Cali-
fornia. By the bridling of this stream nearly
12.000 'horselpower may be taken from the
water and sent eighty miles to Los Angeles
city, whero it will proDel streetcars, light and
heat houses and run machinery. Tho enter-
prise has cost hundrods of thousands of dol-
lars, but the company will be ablo to soil power
cheaper than any steam company in the East-
ern States and most water-pow- com-
panies. For threo ears the enterprise has
been in progress. Milos of tunnels have been
blasted through a mountain, two big dams
have been built, steel conduits hundreds ot
feet lone have been laid around mountain sides
and tons of electrical machinery havo beon
hauled from Bedlands up Into the San Ber-
nardino Mountains.

Electrical enginoors from New York and
Chicago Bar that tho most notablo fact in the
harnessing of the Santa Ana Itlvcr to do man's
work Is the transmission of olectrioity of a
high voltage ovor eighty miles of wire with so
llttlo loss of energy. Tho company finds It
cau now send electricity of 3H,000 volts, having
a working efficiency of 4.000 horse jiowor, to n
distance of eighty-thro- e miles, with a loss of
but 10 per cont. in voltage, ln 18UO. when a
current of only 8.000 volts was sent through
tho LaufTcn-Frankfo- rt ciroult In Switzerland
for experimental purposes, nnd thore wns a
loss of only 17 per cent., tho feat beoame notedamong electricians and engineers. After
doing Its worfc In tho production of electricalenergy tho mountain stream is gathered into
an enormous conduit and led down the moun-
tainside to irrignto the oicliards and groves in
San Bernardino Valley.

The power station In Santa Ann cation la a
small stone building, "in it Is some of tho finest
electrical machinery yot mado. The wator is
taken from tho river through a canal. Hume
and tunnel along tho sldo of the canon, whtfico
It Is led Into a nlpo 2.200 feet long, giving vnnt
is eijulralont to a vertical fall In the wator of
750 foet. The wheels are of the impaot type,
directly connected to tho gonorators. of which
thero are four, eaoh ot 750 kilowatt or 1.000
horse' power capacity. Tho maximum line po-
tential 1H 33,000 volts, to which potential the
initial voltage will bo raised by 250 kilowatt
stop-u- p transformers. The generators ure of
an improved threo-phas- e type, revolving field,
external armature, and each has a capability
ot LOOOiiorsb jiowor and generates electricity
at 750 V)lu. This is oonveyed to transform-
ers, of Ivhich thero are twelvo. The ourrcnt
of electricity outers at 750 volts and comes out
at 3:!,0ii" volts on a line of wire that has no
oonncctlpn with anydynnmo.

Another turbulent mountain stream is bo-i-

barn eased in Kau'Oabriel Cation, its power
will bo transmitted ton half dozen towns. In-
cluding fasndena, Monrovia and Ama, In
southern California. It is behoved that near-
ly 3.800 hprso power will lie had from tho ban
Gabriel (iatlon stream. Thirty-tw- o tunnels,
aggregating 32,000 feet Iu luncth. have been
bored thrpugli tho solid granite to lead the
stream to a Htoop grade, whoro a vortical fall
of wator nviv be had. Then H.000 linear feet
of wooden lind concrete piie, 42 inches In

has beenlaid for carrying the stream ln
bulk to tlio l'elton water wheels. Thus the
cation water is led some seven miles to thepower houso. In this distsnne there Is n fall of
480 feet. Tho principal difficulties met by theengineers ln the Han tiabriol Canon were the
walla of granite, whero workmen had to be car-
ried up to their work In baskets fastened to
cables, and tle conducting ot tho water after
It loft the waiter wheIs back into the original
channel for Irrigating use in the v alloy twenty
milos below.

'Ihe mining population in California Is
watching with Interest tlio work now going
forward toward the development of eleotrlo
power from th Kern itlvor, in Kern county,
110 miles north ot Los Angeles city. If thisenterprise is atcomiillshed, u revolution Inmining methodM will come nulckly, Tho Kern
1th er is the iarg est stream in the southern endot the San Joai liu Valley. Tho plant first In-
stalled will have turbines developing aliout
12.000 horse po Irer at the lowest stage of the
river. The situ itlou will permit ot furtherpower development to meot Increased de-
mands. The company's project includes the
construction ot a dam at the outlet of an im-
mense natural ree ervolr site, and by tills means
tho impounding if water to u volume, ot 42,000
aero feet, the equivalent 013,721.400,000 s.

n the Kern Itlvrr Kloetrio Com-pan- y

s plat s brought to a successful comple-
tion, the Baud go VI mining (llitrkt In herncounty will havo 3.V0O hiso powurfor use In
its mines. All tha I is now done by steam orcompressed air In the mines may then bo ac-
complished by olectriu x)Wor. The drilling,
the fanning, hoisting and blasting can be
done cheaper and etpler und with lees dan-
ger by electricity. John . Baker, a mina
owner of Sacramento, recently aid: The use
ot olectrio power in mining will begin a new
era ln the Industry, The expenses of mining
will bo nut down so mmoh thut poor mines may
bo worked at a nrofrt. und, besides, the ore
can lie got out with 1 ihs work No ono can yet
ntlnmiH the changes In told and silver mining
that wl I follow upon tho intiMluctlon otelec-triel- ti

in the indystr?"
The electrical imwiv plants at Folsrun, l'o.

mona and Fresno, ln this btate, show what
electricians may expedt from tlio seven plants
in California now coming to completion. All
the finished plants baWi exceeded the expecta-
tion pf tfet;r projectori latino OtiOllPUOBatRvl

&1S irfffiT'' tz.. .,j - .

convenience of electrical transmission. Some-
thing like $3,000,000 has been Invested In such
olectrio plants In this BtntA already. Tho Cal-
lfornlans hare a reputation ot doing nothing
by halves, and It scorns not a wild statement
that a dozen millions of dollars will no invested
In elf otrlcal plants along the cation streams
and ln copper wire and mnohtnoir hero In tho
next few yenrg.

For several months n corps of cnitineers has
beon making plans for tho dovolopment of
olectrio power from the Kawoah lllver in Tu-
lare oounty. Tho engineers' es'lmate puts tho
total expense ot tho work at $800,000. About
1,200 .horse power oan be obtained nnd this
may be utilized In Tulare. I'ortervllle and
other Han Joaquin Valley towns. Up at Bond-
ing, In northern California, under tlio shadows
ot Mount Shasta, work on tho greatest elec-
trical power plant In Amorloa, outsido of Ni-
agara, Is progressing. New York. Han Fran-
cisco and Buffalo oapltal Is back of tho ontcr-firls- e,

which will cost several millions of
The only element of doubt In tho scheme

distance Hint the voltage may bo eco-
nomically transmitted, for the llttlo towns In
tho part of the Stato whero the eleotrlolty Is
doveloped cannot use all the motive power
this enterprise proposes to dovelon.

Near San Diego Is one of the most famous of
the big Irrigation dams of tho world, that at
Hweotwater, which has stood for ten rears. It
Is propesod to got somo 2.000 horso power at
the dam nnd transmit It to Ban Diego, twenty
miles distant. V. H. Grant, Jr., nnd Jesse
Urnnt. sons of Gen. Grant, nro at tho head of a
company which lias the plan in view. Eleotrl-c- al

engineers havo reported that nowhere can
horse power be developed and transmitted
cheaper than ln San Diego county. There are
othor groat water powers in the Ban Diego
mountains and cations, and It Is believed the
Atchison, Topoka and Santa 6 Bnllroad Com-
pany Is Interested In having its civil engineers
search there for a now power for Its locomo-
tives on tho southern California division.

A. projeot to hnrncss the waters of the stream
In Banchoz Canon, among the Sierras back ot
Stockton, In the upper part of the San Jonqulu
Vnlley. Is going ahead. Engineers nro at work
ascertaining what power may be developod
there and tho bost means ot conveying tt from
the mountain streams and waterfalls to Stock-
ton, and ioslbly Ban Francisco. Enough work
has beon dono to show that nt least 4.000
horse power may bo sent In an elcctrlo current
from tho transformers ovor several ooppor
wires through the San Joaauln Valley.

SAX JUAWS JVJIir JVATEIt rTjAXT.

A Municipal Improvement Vlilcli "fins TJeen
400 Years In Coming.

San Juan, Porto Illeo, Nor. 18. The new
$000,000 municipal wator system ot Ban Juan,
which is part of $1,100,000 worth of imnrovo-mon- ts

authorized by tho Spanish homo Gov-
ernment within tho past four years, will be
ready for use before tho next dry season, ln
February. 1800. For tho first time then In 400
years tho peoplo here will not have to depend
upon freauent showers, or oountry wator
carta, for tholr supply of water. Thoy will
get thoroattor a Dltrod product, 1,000,000
gallons daily if necessary, from perhaps the
bost ottv plant, for a population of 30.000, ln
the United Statos.

Each housetop during the rainy season now
Bunplies the Inhabitant! undorneath with
water. From the flat roots tho rain desconds
through pipes to a cistern, which ln mot
dwellings of three or four families holds 700
gallons. Many peoplo take the wator direct
from tho olstern for washing and ordinary
household purposes. But for drinking thoy
all flltor the rainwater through a small bowl of
sandstone two feet across the top, which costs
at the store from two to six pesos. As
showers come every few days, except ln the
dry season, the people got a plentiful supply of
water nine months ln the year. In February,
March, and sometimes in April, however, tho
poorer olassos often Buffer from the dry spell.
At this season tho woll-to-d- o residents buy
water from oountry peddlers for lire cents a
jug. tho Quantity depending somewhat on the
quality. But as the city maintains free cis-
terns ln the public squares, even tho poorest
need not die from thirst Here nt the public
wells a Bpanlsh policeman armed with a email
sword allows the applicants lu regular turn to
fill tholr jugs or palls. This water the city gov-
ernment orings from the:itlo;riedras at a cost,
during the dry Benson, of $5,000 a month. In
two squares, tho Coion Plaza, where the rain-
water coms from tho roof of tho theatre, and
tlio Mnrinia Plaza, whoro an artesian well
bubbles up. tho city also maintains free cis-
terns twelve months In the year.

Tho wator of tho new municipal plant will
come not from tho housetops, but through a

h main from tho Itlo Piedras. nine miles
distant. In Janunry the contractors began
tlio construction of the water system, butowing to tho war they were unable to finish thowork, as agreed, last Aueust. Nevertheless
only the power station now remains uncom-
pleted. At Klo Ttedras the plant includes twosettling tanks with a total capacity of 2,800,-00- 0

gallons, three separate filter beds, n col-
lecting reservoir and the accompanying power
house. Tnkon from the river tho water will
be stored first in ono of the two settling tanks
twontv-fou- r hours before passing throuch the
adjoining filter beds, only two of wnlch will be
ii'ed at a time When purified by tho finestgrado ot sand tho water will bo pumped un
130 feet to the oolleoting resorvolr. half n milo
away, which stands forty feet above the livel-
iest point In San Juan. For the presejtvthe
distribution will bo mado to the olty direct
from the Bio Piedras basin.which has a capac-
ity of 750.000 gallons.

Tiie appropriation ot $000,000 for the watersystem also lnoludes tho ooet of a covered dis-
tributing reservoir within the olty limits, on
tho north coast hill, between llorro Castle and
San Cristobal. Tho contract for this basin,
which will cost S80.000, provides for a capaoity
of 2.500 000 gallons.

City Lnglneer Arturo Guerra, under whoso
supervision the municipal Improvements nro
bolne made, now oxpects to liao the watersystem ready for service within two months.
If the property owners ore then compelled toequip their buildings with modern sanitary
arrangements, as proposed by tho new ad-
ministration, the plumbers hero will reap a
email harveft of gold. For although most of
tho houses are connocted with tho new sewersystem none of them has a plpo leading to the
water mains, which have beon laid in all theprincipal Btreets.

OOOBE BONE TEltT Jtr.XTE.

Kilns Hnrtz, Aged 83, "Looking for n Winter
Knrly, Hard and Long.

Beadino, Deo. 3. Ellas Harts Is 82 years ot
age, woll preserved and one of tho best weather
prophets in Berks county. He halls from the
Conestoga Valley, whero his peoplo ware all
noted weathor Bharps and of tho Monnonlte
porsuaslon. Ho hai a long string ot goose
bones and his weather prognostications are
largely governodlby them. In the collection Is
a gooso bone for overy year for tho last quar-
ter of a oentury. He has just dried the goose
bone for tho winter of 1808. Said ho:

"The bone is nearly all blue, with very little
white top or bottom. The blue is for cold
wcithcr. You see this bone indicates an early
anil hard winter to oontliiuo late in the spring.
The bone is much bluer than the bones of tho
past ten or fifteen years and I am euro we are
coins to have a hard winter."

Mr. Hartz was asked whether, it ho killed
another,. goose of last spring, its broastbono
would show up the sumn blue marks.

"Certainly." he ropllod. "1 have tried itoften, 1 llko goose meat : prefer It to turkey.
All the ccese I have ever killed and roasted In
ono year have bad the same colored breast-
bone. They vary very little for the same year.
But for different years no two aro alike. Ihave great faith In goose bonos. They sever
deoeive me. It I take a goose say about Nov.
20 1 oan always tell by the bone what kind ot
winter we'll havo. When the blue marks
branch, out in lines toward the edges ot tlio
bone, that means an opou winter until Janu-
ary. Tills year the blue is solid away out to
the edgo almost. That shows no open winter,
tmt an snowy und loy winter
from theBtart In Nov ember clear up to March.
I am sure or tills, for the gooso bone iiover fools
me. Any one can muke a gooso.bone test.
Get a goose from lust spring, roast It, borvo and
carve it, but be careful you don't break or out
into It. Thon geutly scrape off all the meat
and let the bone dry naturally. Then watch
how the blue covering will develop all over tho
bono. There is no trick about It. It's all
natural. Of oourse, I osn't explain why it It
to. My forefathers couldn't, but they believed
ln It just tho same.

There ure many things we pannot explain.
e know when tho wild geese fly south early,

like a wedge in the Bky, that it means an early
cald winter The gecBe go Miuth to got Into a
warmer climate, beeuuseit Is colder tlian t hey
like un there whero they eomo from. They
have tlio instinct to got away from the cold,
but whether a blue breasthouo Is the basis for
that Iiutinct I cannot tell. I was out In thecountry yesterday and the old folks told me
thoy noticed that the inuakrati along the
streams, this year were building their houses
much higher up on the bonks of the creeks
than last year. Of course that means that the
little animals anticipate floods and mows, and
to get away and bo safe from rising waters they
built their winter homes higher up than Is
usual, Many chipmunks were seen to build
their nests in hollow fence mils Instead of on
tne. ground under the brush. Of course this
indicates that nature has taught the little nni-ma- ls

that there Is going to bo a crent deal of
deep snow tills winter and the chipmunks want
to be up and out of It, Old weathor prophets
Iiave also noticed the unusual blzo the weedsgrew tills fall. This Is an unmistakable sign
of a hard winter. Then, again, we had a long
and a hot summer. It will require a tons and &

FUNERAL CARES ASSUMED.

JJT EBTAnaStniENT pon
TUB "XnANSXEXT DEAD."

Hotel Keepers Ilclolccd to rind Rome One
TVho Will Ilellere Them ot dreat Trouble

A rinnt That Is ft Hotel, Churelt nnd
Factory Everything but Grief Snpplled.

"Bhow rooms and trimmings upstairs. Eleo-trl- o

elevators, telephones, every latest couven-lonc- o

for luxury nnd ooonomy."
So reads tho sign to the loft as one enters tho

main, ground Moor room of a showy fronted,
soven-stor- y building uptown on tho west sldo.
a building morelmposlngthan any othor on tho
block, and that draws attention by ehcor out-
lay ot broad-classe- d windows and glitter of now
paint nnd varnish. To nil intents nnd appear-
ances It might bo n department storo or on to

millinery, tailoring, hair bleaching or
manicuring establishment, or an office build-
ing tor formal and meaningful deals In stooks
and bonds. Tho outside is En-
trance is galnod by ono of those revolving

doors that aro traps to tho
unwary and then tho cat la out ot tho bag,
or rather out of the casket, for a gorgeous and
lmprosslvo blor, lavish with quilted Batln and
expensive velvet, nil plumod and lit by five
blazing elcctrlo lights, stands midway tn the
floor, typical ot the essentially mortal and mor-
tally essential nature ot tho plant,

Tho place Is a big, general utili-
ty, undertaking and burial establishment a
plant hailed by tho hotel keopors and boarding
and lodging houso masters and mistresses of
the city ns filling n long-tim- e need, and also
having tho unqualified approval of advanced
thinkers ot the

type, who regard it as tho entering
wedge In tho great millennium scheme for a co-

operative adjustment of llfo's problems. Up to
now people so Inconstdorate as to die in rented

'lodgings or apartments In Now York, or ln any
big, busy city, have been ranked as sheer

selfishly regardless ot and Indifferent
to tho troublo thoy mako. and very obviously in
the way. Tho landlord in ovory such case
seems to assume, and porhaps justifiably, that
tho Bald person had hired those espeolal prom-
ises to dto in. With tho opening and operation
of tho funoral plant in question the Innkeeper
and boarding mastor, the flat houso janitor and
apartment owner may breatho free. Just a
messago on the nearest telephone to tho plant
authorities and tho entire responsibility Is lift-
ed onco and for all from tholr shoulders and
promises.

In case of a suddon or suspicious death In a
woll regulated household nowadays thoro need
bo no protracted, tedious waiting for a delayed
Coroner, with tho houso and its Inmates upset
meanwhile. Theo need be no hurrying off
nftor a physician's certificate, or a minister's
services, or the bother and detail ot telegraph-
ing ovor tho country to tho dead man's friends.
All that Individual and enforced solicitude Is
now dono away with, for the stranger, and tho
practically homoloss dead folk are tho especial
caro of tho now plant, and no stono Is loft un-
turned to do the proper thing under the cir-
cumstance to the best of tho management's
nblllty. Tlio joint-stoc- k funoral parlors "just
below the show and trimming rooms "in tho
now and complete building give ovidonce ot
frequont use. No charge. Is mado for the bene-
fits of theso funoral parlors. Tho person whoso
means will only afford a $40 burial everything
included may roposo iu state for days there,
ns well as the wealthy incumbent whose lncomo
warrants n $1,000 casket and appointments and
cemetery lot.

Every comfort afforded tho boreavod" Is a
main boast of tho plant, and a factor ln this is
the amplo and folding beds
ranged against tiie wall In tho funeral parlor,
wherein nnd whereby tho relatives who haTO
been summoned to tho placo from a distance,
or even within the city limits, may avoid hotel
or lodging bills whilo ln pursuance of tho duty.
Convenient to the folding beds aro electric but-
tons, tho more pressure of which brings food
and other sustenance to tho watcher without
forethought or trouble, Ofttimcs wholo fam-
ilies from tho suburbs nro quartered tempo-
rarily in tho funernl pirlors. and such frequent
uso nrc the accommodations put to that tlio
management Is arranging for and equipping a
second funeral parlor on tha lloor above, ono
spacious enough to hold 000 peoplo nnd pro-
vided with tho snmo comfort and facilities.

Just olt tho funeral parlor, where tlio minister
and music for the obsequies are provided freo
of chnrge. aro rooms for tho daily and nightly
uso of the plant's caretakers and stall attend-
ants. Bodies are removed to tho Parlors (al-
ways spelled with n eipitnl P) day or night
from hotels homes, boarding hoiisos, from
lints, hospitals, morgues, Ac. and the officials
must bo on tho spot to answer calls and re-
spond promptly to telophono messages. Theso
functionaries aro domesticated, and tho dishes
nnd dining, bed making and general hobnob-
bing within sound ot the continuous funeral
that awaits beyond tho partition impart a
homely grotosquenoss to tlio businesslike un-
dertaker atmosphoro that pervades tho estab-
lishment.

In the show rooms nro grave clothos, shroud-
ings and mortuary accessories of overy known
cut and quality. Somo nro laoo trimmed and
shlrrodtothe verge of flippancy. lavish with
rich embroidery and neciilowork. Homo nro
cheap, soverely plain, pnthetio with mookly
folded, empty sleeves that yet look eager for
tholr ghostly office. Tho men's dross nnd ac-
coutrement look ovon more forlorn and appeal-
ing than tho women's tho high, rlgld-whlt- o

collar, tho rattly shirt front, tho limp, blaok
sleeves and tlo and Bldnine studs that glare
llko domnniao eves from a death mask.

Ar for the oofflnl It Is only altera familiarInspection that the emphasis laid on the term
casket," ns distinct from coffin, has moaning.

Ono can got a shaped coffin from tlio plain,
nnrrow nt tho heels, broad nt tho heart, dwind-
ling at tho hoad, for as little as $4.50 or as
much ns $15. and one can have n casket of ashapeliness Mint allows room Impartially to all
purtsofthe body, nil tho way from $25 well up
Into the thousands Tho company has orig-
inated the novel aud Idea of
heraldic or endowment colllns: that Is. coffin
designs that nny family may purchase outright
(one certain brand of coffin for tlint certain
family) to bo uted by It nnd Its heirs nnd mem-
bers forever, sacred from outsldelnfringoment.
Say tho Browns or Smiths pay $5,000 down to
tho plant for making nn especial order of coffin
ofwhatovcrwood, nnd with whntovor shaping,
covoring and trimming may be selected. Tho

. coat of arms or family crest of tho Smiths or
Browns may be introduced in solid gold or
metal handles for tlm casket, or on tho orna-
mental coffin plato. That crost or design of thoespecial pattern of the Smith coffin Is stowednvvay In tlm plant's safe nnd kept for that fam-
ily alonn. It is said that mnny 5.000 are paid
for tills exclusive burial tribute

Peoplo whoso ideas concerning funerals run
more to coaches and a numerous wheolod andplumod procession than to expensive caskets,
nro not likely to become patrons of the newplant. The company has a big parade, a family
funoral conch designed and mado exclusively
for It, whlo.li takes the plaeo of soven coaohes
nnd carries tho body, flowers, family, friends
nnd pallbearers nil at the same tlmo. Four
horses are required to draw this palaeo coach,
nnd It Is rumored that tho owners of normal
carriages and conches kopt for hlro glvotho
thing a wide berth and openly disparage It as a
mock substitute for tho time-honor- cortege.

Int hut especial branch of tho plant's organism
that caters to the "comfort nnd cheer of tho
aflllctod " are Included n reading room nndlibrary, ail employment bureau, safe deposit
and letter boxes, a resident notary public, tele-
graph, telephone, and cable messngn attend-
ance nnd legal, medical, clorlcal. und nurs-ing eorvlces. Often tho aflllctod occu-
pants of tho folding beds and patrons
of tho home restaurant are too agitated
and ii6od up to write letters, or soloot muslo fortho funoral; often thoy have knotty points In
law to settle In regard to tho dead one s affairs.
Sometimes thoy nroslelc physically ns well asmentally, and each nnd oil of theso wants und
needs Is forestalled in minutest detail, Indeed,
If possible, the plant takes almost bettor caru of
Its living patrons than of the dead, homotlmes
tho living ure there foru week or more, nnd
then tho burial chambers become a hostolrjrT
Isevor wns there a queerer intermixture of
things and furnlshinss, worksand callings, than
are prougrit togetner in this one hcauquartors
for affording the "correct funoral
as the company's circular puts it. The cemetery
Slant, that Is an Immediate though lately added

ot tlionstltutlon, has Its own staff
of officers And worlftTS.und there Is an ospcoial

burial low office room whoro the patron Is
taken to pick out sites, the kind of coping or
lot boundary, and the peculiar type of tomb-
stone desired,

Tho basement floor Is given over to tlm juris-
diction of the enibilmers nnd cremation
and chemical cnncouling ror nnd all the
paraphernalia nnd npplinricv e lod in those
departments. Extra candles ni iiineral parlor
decorations are also kept theie. to be at band
when wanted for ritualistic ceremonials. Thero
may be something forbidding lu this mechani-
cal laying away of the dead, dealing with thnra
In

fashion, something that con-
servative, old-tim- e people would be aghast at;
but the landlords and lioardlng mistresses
Wees the Innovation Such luxurious, though
homeless nnd klnless waifs as are consolous
that they have no rightful title to troublo the
people thvy are quartered with hy dying, may
now rest easy In the knowledge that when the
emergency comes a competent,
plant stands not only ready hut anxious to
shoulder all untoward ado. and carry out tho
charge faithfully, even to the personal conduct
of the body. to any designated spot that the
dfd person iitayh&T once caued home,

BlTELLttfa XT iy KBIT TOItK,

City Ontlngs Enjoyed by Touw and Mlddle-Ae- d

Men from the Country.

"I got the man I was looking or." said ftde-tecti-

from a small olty near New York, but
tho way he was dono up was a surprise o me.

I havo slnoe learned that there nro any nuni-b- or

ot young and mlddle-ago- d mon who are
straight and ordorlr at home,and who.when thoy
get to New York, go on usort of masquerade.
I was told to-d- of ono young business man.
He drcstes vory plainly at homo. As soon as
ho strikes tho elty he goes to a barber shop
and has his hair patted In tho middle nnd his
mustaaho waxed. Thon he pubs on half a
dozen showy rings and a showy ncoktio, and
the plain, evory-da- y oountry buslnoss mnn

a sort of oity awoll. Now, tho man 1

was just that pattern. He told mo.
otter I had jollied him on his changed appear-
ance, that he always mado n parado llko that
.ivory tlmo he came to Now lork on business or
ploasuro. He said it wa a good deal of sport
w him to go Into nu uptown saloon, the higher
up tho hotter, and swell about for an altor-noo- n

or oyonlng, to enjoy tho sensation of bo-

lne oousldored a htgh-Uy- by the waiters or
others ho might ohnnco to meet. Of course,
he knew no one. He llkod to, go Into a cafe,
sparkling with his gems, harbored and pol-
ished and perfumed, and order a llve-- o ent boor
and tip the waiter with a quarter.

"l askea hlra whore tho eport of It oamo in.
no told me that he had a quarter's worth of
lun in watching tho waiter corry the news to
the othor waltora and tho managor. until
finally bo wns an objoct of ourlosity and was
passing current as a high roller blowing In a
fortune Then he'd order anothor beer, and
once moro tip the waiter with a quarter. Hpd
drop the remark that malt liquor best suited
his stomach; that cooktalls irritated or upset
his digestion. He'd dazzlo tho surroundings
with his sparklers nnd have a glorious time lu
noting tlio effect. He oould easily pick up ac-

quaintances, but tilts was not doslrod. He had
tlio most lun In going about alono from cat6 to
cafd. espoolally at night. Ho told ine that
thore were hundreds ot such cases. I again
asked my man to tell mo whnt tho, pleasure
was ln It. He told mo it was betterthan a cir-
cus to be cautiously gazed at by stntngors who
thought him a millionaire or ono who bad just
come into the possession of a fortune

"During my vlBit to Now York." continued
the country detective, "I asked tho proprietor
of a cafe whether ho had ever run up against
any young masqueraders ot that olasa. Ho told
of two recent visitors to his place who strolled
ln and asked whether they could havo venison
etoaka with o arrant jelly, The managor told
them venison was not then ln season. The
two bloods just had a taste for venison. The
manager thought he might find a saddlo of door
tn somo cold storage plant. Ho telephoned to
a number and finally found what be wanted.
Tho two high rollors wore told to qome ln Iu
two hours, but that the price would bo rather
high. That didn't mattor, of course. They
came, dlnod on venison, thoy thomselves pre-
pared on a chafing dish In tho dining room,
spread on the ourront jelly thick and had a
good time. Their bill was $18. which thoy
paid cheerfully and adjourned to tho smoke-roo-

whoro- - thoy ordered tholr eoffoo. Ot
course It was Boon noised around that tho
house was entertaining two young millionaires
from the Colorado sliver mines. Tho two
strangers enjoyed tho ourlosity thoy had
awakened. The manager niterward learned
that they wore not rich nt all. but had como to
New lork from a Pennsylvania coal city where
they had made money and were willing to give
up some ot It for just such a time as they were
having.

"Not long ago I ran across n. young fellow
from my city. His father Is rich. Ac homo
the young man is in a bank and does woll. Ho
was having a quiet time in Now York and was
so glad to meet 6omo ono he knew from homo
that he asked mo to a swell restaurant fur din-
ner. Ho ordored dinner for two. I did not
hear his order. vVe were to come ln at 0 P. M.
We strolled around until that time, then went
to dine, and you may believe mo or not, when
that dinner was served, a ten-pou- turkey
hen. steaming hot. brown as a chestnut, was
brought ln for us two. Of course, I was
amazed. I told him two portions cf turkey
could just as well have been ordered. He
smiled and simply answered
that ho llkod his meals fresh made and that be
wanted practico at carving bocauselhe exoeoted
to bo married shortly. Well. I then gave him
till the points I knew about carving and wo
had a jolly time. 1I tipped tlio waiter with a
$5 note and paid the dinner bill very cheer-
fully. I think It was $20, because wo had a
variety ot other things, ail of tlio bost. 1 was
told bofore we left that wo were tho first pair
that ovor dined on a whole turkey ln the his-
tory of the house, which Information amply
rewarded my f --lend for all bis outlay of money.

"In a large city like New lork you can makeup your mind that very many of tho men you
see strolling around alone, dazzling with gems
and mado up ln tho latest stylo, are follows
who are out for n quiet lark, who are weary of
home restraint, who read a groat deal ot swell
men and who have a desire to live In that at-
mosphere for only a little while, nnd to gratify
their doslre in that lino they cometo Now York,
where they are not likely to run up against any
ono thoy know, and then they ltidulgo ln high
rolling to thoir heart's content, no matter
what It costs. For a few hundred dollars they
can carry on for a week. Then they put away
their diamonds, comb their hair witli u part
low on the left side and comb out tholr mus-tach- o

and lot it droop naturally, and aB they
roach their train to depart for home they once
more become the plain Jones. Brown. Smith
or Johnson as thoy are at homo, and return to
their native heath satisfied and pleased thatthey have at least bean a millionaire tor a
week."

BABOABSO SEA BEJtPEXTB.

Cnpt. Donovan's Precise Statement Backed
Up by an Affidavit ln Due Form.

From Uit JfobiU Dailu llcgitUr.
It seems that we will havo to admit that

there are serpents ln tho sea. The statement
of Capt Joseph Donovan of tho British steam-
ship Seluia, backed by the signed statements
if his officers, his helmsman, and sovernl other
members of his orew, cannot well bo discred-
ited. According to tho Captain, ho saw thoBerpent on July 8, while the ship was in Sar- -
Basso Beo, that portion of the North Atlantlo

where a continued calm prevails andwhere the waters have so little ourront thut agreat moss ot seaweed aud.other vegetable
growth has gathered. It is possible that ani-
mals not round ehevvliero on the clobo havesurvlvod in that iittlo-vistte- d and never-disturbe- dportion of tho sea.

Capt. Donovan's story Is precise. Ho was 300
miles southoost of tho Bermudas, the day wnsperfectly dear, aud tho sea was like glass. Themate saw a straugo object off the port bow
and the Captain examined it with hla classes.It was about 600 yards distant, moving in acourse parallel with that or the ship and ntabout the snmo speed as the ship. It hadbody about forty feet long, a large head, witha long bill, and blow wator from Its mouthllko a man,when swimming. When tho ship
was steored in the direction of the monster.It humped its back nnd disappeared. It hauan immense fin and shaggy mane.

A foWB minutes later the helmsman called
attention to another serpent of the same gen-
eral appearanco as the first, hut over 200 feotlong. thlsXino being about fifty jnrds ln front,ucross tlio bow of the ship. The monster ap-
peared frightened, and in swimming it rolledup a mass of wator in front of It to the Height
of six feet. This serpent also had a large Un.
bull a. third was Been a moment lator, closeto the ship a smaller serpent, ton or twelvo
feet in length, nnd with a iln like the others,and, us also oould be seen, with four largo lllp-por- s,

two on a side. The Captain adds that ho
hod often heard ot sea moiiBters, but never
bofore had given the stories credit, but now ho
is convinced that sen serpents exist, and thathe has seen somo of the largost ot the species.
Tho statement of tho offieors and crow is usfollows:

"Steamship Holma, Mobile. July 23, 1808.
We. the undersigned, officers and orew of theMteamshln Selma, hereby tebtlty that Cant.Donovan's statement is perfectly true, as wesaw the monsters as well as ho did.

'aJl0Klw'chTtefomervOB0nt8 Henderson,second officer: James Buchannn Gordon, chiefengineer: J. William Cooper. H. Hughes, boat-swalD-siH, Brown, A. B.; O. Taylor. A. 11
(man at the wheel); H. Brownshlll, A, B. j JohnHoffman (cook).

'Witness to signatures. Thomas Morgan,

'''? Important feature of the matter is.i description given hy Capt. Donovan""'orlptlon K von by nat-uralists of amphibious animals of the pleslo-saur-
genus, the bones of which have beenfound in England, and which are miwuall authorities as extinct. ut

A Meddling Phonograph.
rrom tht Phtladtlphla IUtord.

The Board of Jlealth Is tho reolplent of manyqueercomplalnts, but tho one It recolvod theother day from a disgusted and nervously pros-trated jewollor of Eighth street is ""u ioprominence in a class by Itself.It seems that the jewelry store is noxtdoor to a phonograph establ that hasfor tho purjjose of atlructlnc passow-b- y a pi' aa long. kinds tuand alleged witty saylugs nro eqSeakod forth
es

from early in the morning until late it night in
fiKJfJ'" At PS"e'r.a1'lD" nnd .stroyli g

machine efforts at witamused tha jeweller, and he usVd to laughheart yjthe eomleaf ties, but wero r -
.Persistency that Uinrbegan to pall, and being amused tha

Onodaytheollmar was reaphed whim" a cus-tomer. who looked Uke
to huy a diamond Forsome

came
the macTiino noxt doorwfij fflend the jeweller was lustontliipointpfcloslnB
a, highly profitable when the thrill vole" olthe Phonograph began "uotMoney's Worth." The antaVod ciiatomneVi!

MAILS AM EASY TO ROB

jjrr rnir rtwiUi TniErxi Krcn uj,,
CAVE PZK'AL JDETECimy,

Sometimes Tt Tn1t. Months to Captor,
Them nnd 8om.tme Yenrs-- A Ttilef
Caught by Menus t Vt Mncllnge-X- wo HUth.
oils Usod to DeUot 1'ost office Thlerpi.

WAsmttUTON, Dee. 0. "Post Office thieve!
may work undetected tor months, perhaps h

yours, but thoy aro sure V bo entrapped and
punished In th end," satV Ji old detective ot
tho Tost OIDco Department, "And I may add,
ho oontlnnod. "that no thief V's harder to eatoh
than tho ono who robs Unvlo Sam's mallv
Tholr mothod9 ore Jngonlons.. tho plunder li
easily hidden or destroyod ain their rascality
Is woll moskod by the honosti aud Integrity?
of aseoolato9."

PostODlao thieves aro not arre 'ed ev err day,
although valunblo letters and o her article
aro stolon almost dally and an arm v of shrewd
inspectors aro on the alert Poslth Te proof ot
guilt must bo In thu possession ot an Inspector

before on arrost Is mado. In almost ovoir In-

stance arrest means conviction. A P rt Ofllcs

employee novor knows whon ho li bclna
shadowed. Even whon not under auk picioa
of thoft he may bo watohod outsido of but lno
hours to see If ho la spondlne more nu "ov
than his salary will penult and If ho Is gah op.
Ing with n fast gang. It sometimes hai pt til
that an Inspector mar not bo nblo to provo fu
man a thief and tho accused ts turned loii

with a verdict of "not guilty" ns his certificate
of honesty, but that mnn is not wanted by the?
Tost Ofilco Dopartmont atiy moro.

Trom ono point of view It is wonderfulthiti
thoro aro so few thieves among the minr
thousand clorks who handle tho mall first and .

last, for great temptations constantly rise at
thoy handle the millions of valuable parcels.

It Is known that theso clerks soon learn to
toll by the very touoh of a letter whether It .

contains money. If so Inclined. It would be
nn easy mattor for tho dishonest clork to slip
letters Into Ills pocket mid opon them in the
privacy of hla room. That tho cnMH of dis-

honesty are comparatively few Is n high tributo
to the mornl.qualltlos of Post Ofllco cloi ks.

"Years ago." rosumod tho Inspector, as ha
refilled a Beautiful plpo presontod to him by

Booth nnd Wliltesldos, "on oi
of the old Btar routes out In Now Mevlot
hundreds of letters containing money, drarts7
chcoks nnd othor 'valuablos wore stolon. At

first letters and all disappeared. Tmt the thleveii
changed their modo of operation and slmnlj
Btole the oontonts, reselling tho Icttors and,
sending them on. As lottors pns tlirounb,
the hands of many clorks it is always difficult
to locate the thlof. Months ot fatthful work
rosultsd ln nothing being discovered ns to tha i

Idontlty of tho thieves, aud tho rilling of lat-

ere continued.
"rinally thore was a hoppy solution of the

troublo. One ot tho Inspectors procured a
quantity of different kinds of drugs and sent
othor lnspootors ovor the entire routo with

to make a tour ot book Invcstlna-tlon- s,

and whilo thus engaged to place Mine
of ono kind of the drugs ln tho rauollngo hot- -

tie at each office, taking care to make a memew
rnduni which would show at what officeThei
drug had beod plaoed. It was not long beforsi
a registered letter camo through with thoi
money gono. Tho Inspector put his lips to ths

seal of tho envelope tasted the niuellagc, re-- f

erred to his bcok, and at once named thai
offloo at which the particular drug had been
placed ln the mucilage. Then a lot of decoy
registered letters went to that oflloo, and the

dishonest Postmaster sociired the contents
and tho Inspectors secured him. This, I
think, was one of the cleverest ploces of work
ever dono by the departmout. Ihe Inspect jr
who put It into execution was a lino cho mist U

and know exactly what kind of d.-n- to get.
"There are but two successful vv ays to catch

a Post Office thief-cons- tant watching mid 1
decoy lottors. With theso and pav'onuo tno i
gamo will bo landed, although it ofte n requires j
months and sometimes years. It is on.1,01 tno 1

most annoying and difficult lines of c'e.ectlo
work a man ever engaged in and requirt, ' 'J10
most earnest application. Not a singla

or detail must bo overlook.''1-Sometime- s

luck helps us out of our difili --

ttos. I remember once ln a city nbt very 1,A
from Washington things wero In a fearful staWv
in the distribution division of the office. lt, j
appeared as though we would novor caPh the 1
fellow who was making away with valuablii
letters. One day there came up a terrific rotu
and with this came n happy thought to tho In-

spector. He carried a bucket of water Into t hn
loft nnd throw it on tho overhead plastering
just ovr the distributors. Naturally a leak,
was sprung and a vvotkmnn. who was taken
into tho conQdene of tho iuspcetor. was sent
into tho loft to make an investigation. Acc-
identally on purpose his foot went through thai
wet plastering, leaving a hole.

"Of courso, to repair tills it would have been
necossary to do tho work from the distribution
room, and, as this was not done, tho clerk
went ahead with their work, while the Inspec-
tor looked down at their overy movement
from the supposed accidentally mndo hole
Finally ho was rewardod by seeing one of th
oldest einploroos In tho office slipping letters
iuto his pocket. Tho Inspector collared the
fellow and found tho lottors ln his pocket,
Bcoing he was caught dead to rights, tho m re
confessed ovon thing. In court ho attempted!
no defence save to siv that he had been doil-ln- g

in futures, had had his wings soverely
clipped, and stole to even up,

"A German named Narnalh gave tho inspec-
tors a world of trouble In the sime olty. Thou-- ,
sands of letters wore missed, and goodness
only knows how much money stolen. It was
n oaso which puzzled tho department, and

weeks of the closest investigation it win
ecldod thut tlm crooked woik was not dims

ln the Post Office. Then nn outside cam-
paign was begun and Namath was urres fd
whilo stealing letters from ono ot the meet
boxes. Ho did not havo a key, but. used a w m
for extracting the letters. His oper.itio ih
wore confined to boxes lu tho business km
tlons. nnd he admitted that he had stolen n it
less thnn 10.000 letters before ho was caught
The amount of money ho got could never ' )
ascertained but he must havo secured a snug
sum. Ills confession sent him to tho peuitunr
tlary for n long term.

"Did you ovor thluk about the fact that few
arrests havo beon mndo hero In Washington?
There's a powerful array of employees hei
but thoy soldom go wroug, and yet inspetto -

iro no more numerous here than In othercltfes.
1 ids Is often spoken of by tlio inspectors "

Now. if we had somo ono to look after iho
Inspectors the department might bo better
off." laughingly said another Inspector. "TIipJ.
too, sometimes go wrong. A fovv venrs ago r
had nn inspeotor who was regarded an a or.vk-In- g

good man. but he fell from grace and did
time in the Columbus Penitentiary.

'It happened in this wuy: Ills daughter
was mado Postmistress at a town tn ueorgla.
and Jt was not long before he quit the servlea
and .went down there. Of course, ho had the
run of the offloe and by and by the eash camsup several hundred dollars short. Tho fatherwas arrested, proved guilty and sent nn. ft
alwnys struok mo that If that man would steal
from his daughter's offlco ho must have been
guilty ot crooked work whi w he was Inspoetor,
becauso he hnd plenty of chances to accent
hush, money from Postmasters .whom he
found short.''

A WORLD CAPITAL, THIS,

And Jlroadwnybut a. ISnsy Stretch of n ruth
Itunnlng Round tlio Kurth.

"" "It Is quite a Journey, tho trip across the
said a Now Yorker, "and even thu

American, accustomed as ho Is to great
and to everything on a big scale, thinks

lu his heart, tho first time he makes It. thst
this Is a big country. But I venture to
that we shall presently discover that wo have
been but provincials, and that feeling will com
to us together with the revelation thut we are
now citizens of the world. Indeed, whep we
come to soo our Hag floating over distant
shores.

"The Eastern man who travels for days day
and night bofore he comes to the confines ol
his own country cannot fall to.be luiP'eMeJ
by tho magnitude of it. But now, eupi)o In-

stead of stopping ut San Frnnoisco he Uert n
fpr days across the broad Pacific, to find Ins
Hag lljlng on the Hawallun Islands, these l e.
longing to his own country. And tln'U n
again for days till he comes to lands not tne e

In the sea, but, ocenn bound though.
Elds considerable territories over v. hi' h

floats. Now he's half wny round lbs
world, but on his own soil still, and New V'rlcseems no longer simply a gi eat city with
world-wid- e trade. ItTs true, but, after all. only
the chief city of a great oountry 11 bobius now
a world capital.

But npt entirely so. We want something
more. There fs a lonesome stre teh around
the other halt of the worll. from the 1'hl'le
lilies on, where we have no plate io w '
Joor. But wo shall find n!ai es there, no d i ' ',
In tho courae of time, it's (be naturethings that, wo should, and when that Urns
conies the cltlr.en of this town when he walk
Broadway will njullta that It is no loiicir
raerely a part of a local road that runs a ft
thousand miles and stops, but the busy ,


